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Happy days, spring has arrived! With it come buds, blooms, leaves and green, grassy lawns.
Keeping the latter lush, verdant and the envy of all your neighbours requires some serious
upkeep, including lots of watering. For guilt-free maintenance, here are some water-friendly
ways to keep your lawn cool.

  

o Remember: evaporation – Watering in the cooler morning or evening will keep the ground
more moist than in the middle of the hot afternoon sun.

      

o Wind also increases evaporation, so avoid watering on windy days.

  

o Longer grass also keeps the soil more humid, so set your mower blade one notch higher
(added bonus: you can leave short cuttings on the lawn – they make a great, natural fertilizer).

  

o If you can, hand-water instead of using a sprinkler, you will use half as much water this way.

  

o Blend family fun with lawn care: let kids play with the hose, sprinklers or water toys on a drier
part of the grass.
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  Credit: Simon Howden    o Direct the water drain line from the air conditioner to the lawn, flower bed or tree base.Another option: put a bucket underneath, use gathered water in the garden.  o If you are willing to shell out a few bucks, use a drip irrigation system instead of a hose orsprinkler. They are relatively inexpensive, easy to install, and widely available online from greatCanadian companies like Northern Garden Supply  of Smithers, BC.  o Splurge a little more and get a rain sensor for your automatic sprinklers. These devices detectrainfall and shut down sprinklers, avoiding unnecessary watering. They are also available onlineand across the country, including at Waterworks Irrigation and Illumination  Ltd of Bowmanville,Ontario. A free alternative to the rain sensor: turn off automatic sprinklers on days when rain isexpected.  o Finally, for goodness’ sake, the sidewalk and driveway DO NOT need to be washed orwatered! Please put away the hose and make sure your sprinklers are set up so that they areonly spraying the lawn, garden, flowers…  None of these alternatives requires much time or effort, but go ahead - pretend that they do.Now sit back, relax, rejoice and enjoy the sun and your beautiful surroundings after a hard day’swork!     {linkr:related;keywords:water;exclude:51,121,124,99,112,65,75,80,72,105,123,53,74,117,63,84,110,141,168,170,94,135,77,88,96,151,154,157,169,161,162,163;limit:5;title:If+you+like+this%2C+try+these}

 2 / 2

http://www.bcnorth.ca/ngs/
http://www.lawnsprinklers.ca/

